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The Russian Federation 

The Russian Federation   

The Russian Federation  

Historical Junctures

• Patrimonial state

• Bolshevik Revolution (1917)

- Party Structure

• The Stalin Revolution (1929 – 1953) 

Nicholas II

1868-1918
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Nikita Khrushchev  

• De-Stalinization

• Détente

• Warsaw Pact (1955)

Nikita Khrushchev

1955-1964

The Russian Federation  

The Russian Federation  

Leonid Brezhnev  

• Reversed De-Stalinization

• Tacit social contract

• Brezhnev Doctrine

Leonid Brezhnev

1964-1982
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Mikhail Gorbachev   

• Four important concepts:

1. Perestroika 

2. Glasnost 

3. Demokratizasiia

4. New Thinking

Mikhail Gorbachev

1985-1991

The Russian Federation  

The Russian Federation    

• Boris Yeltsin

- Dual Transition 

- “Shock Therapy”

• Vladimir Putin

- Centralization of Power

- Siloviki

Boris Yeltsin

1991-1999

The Russian Federation  
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The Russian Federation  

The Russian Federation  

The Presidency     

• Superpresidentalism

• Qualifications:

- 35 years old

- Citizenship (10 years)

- 1 Million Signatures

- 50% election turnout

The Kremlin 
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Impeachment

Duma files charges w/

Federation Council

Supreme Court/

Constitutional Court Confirm

Duma Commission – 2/3 vote

Federation Council – 2/3 vote

The Russian Federation  

The Prime Minister    

• Domestic and economic policy

• Presidential choice

• Vote of no confidence (2x)

• Dissolution of Duma (3x)

Vladimir Putin

2008 -

The Russian Federation  

The Legislative Branch

• The State Duma

- 450 members 

- Directly elected every 4 years

- Principle law making body 

• The Federation Council

- 178 members 

- Confirms judicial nominees

- Approves presidential decrees 
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The Political Party System

• Dominant Party System

• Personalist Parties

• United Russia

• Communist Party

• Liberal Democrats

The Russian Federation  

The Russian Federation  

Russian Foreign Relations

• Five Tenants

1. International Law

2. Multipolar World

3. No Isolation

4. Protect Citizens

5. Spheres of Influence



7

The Russian Federation  

Missile Shield:

The Russian Federation  

The Russian Federation  

South Ossetia War
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Gazprom sales abroad:

The Russian Federation  

Pipelines in Europe:

The Russian Federation  
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The Russian Federation  


